
When we think about court security, what often comes to mind are metal detectors, armed bailiffs, and protocols to keep the
courtroom safe. But in today’s digital world, securing the physical courtroom is only part of the equation. The integrity,
handling, and storage of digital evidence are increasingly central to courtroom safety—and a growing area of risk.

Courts across the country are navigating an explosion in digital content. Body camera footage, surveillance videos,
smartphone images, and social media content are now commonplace in both civil and criminal proceedings. As this shift
continues, managing these files securely isn’t just a matter of convenience—it’s critical to protecting the fairness of
proceedings and the safety of all involved.

THE HIDDEN RISK OF PHYSICAL EVIDENCE HANDLING
Traditionally, evidence—digital or otherwise—has been submitted and stored in physical formats: USB drives, DVDs, hard
copies of photos, and more. These materials often pass through many hands and are physically transported between
agencies, attorneys, and court staff. This process introduces a range of security vulnerabilities:

Tampering or Loss: Physical media can be misplaced, altered, or damaged in transit.

Unauthorized Access: Without digital controls, anyone in possession of the evidence could potentially access, copy, or
distribute it.

Chain of Custody Issues: Each handoff increases the risk of a break in the chain of custody, undermining the
admissibility of the evidence.

Physical Hazards: Even the act of bringing a physical item into a courtroom introduces potential safety concerns—from
hidden malware to concealed threats.

These risks place a burden on court personnel, strain already limited resources, and compromise the integrity of the judicial
process.
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A DIGITAL SHIFT: SECURING EVIDENCE WITHOUT COMPROMISE
Digital Evidence Management Systems (DEMS) offer a powerful solution. These platforms allow courts to receive,
manage, and review evidence through a centralized, secure, cloud-based system.

Key benefits for court security include:

Secure Submissions: Litigants, attorneys, and law enforcement can upload evidence through encrypted portals—
eliminating the need for hand-delivered media.

Role-Based Access: Judges, clerks, and attorneys see only the evidence relevant to them, reducing exposure and
enhancing confidentiality.

Full Audit Trails: Every action—upload, view, download, comment—is time-stamped and recorded, making it easy to
verify chain of custody.

Remote Review: Evidence can be reviewed in advance or in chambers, reducing in-courtroom handling and the
associated risks.

In this model, there’s no need to worry about a rogue USB device, a mislabeled CD, or a last-minute scramble to get files
loaded onto courtroom technology.

REAL-WORLD APPLICATION: A SAFER, SMARTER COURTROOM
Consider a common scenario: a self-represented litigant submits a USB drive with photos to support their case. Without
a DEMS in place, court staff must scan the drive, verify the contents, and ensure nothing harmful—either physically or
digitally—is introduced into the court’s systems. This takes time and poses real security risks.

With a digital system, the litigant uploads their files ahead of time, which are then scanned for viruses, categorized by
case, and shared only with the necessary parties. The result? Greater security, faster processing, and fewer
opportunities for error.

Or take a judge preparing for the next day’s docket. Instead of relying on a physical binder or media in physical formats:
USB drives, DVDs, hard copies of photos  brought in by parties and attorneys, they can securely review digital evidence
directly from their chambers—anytime, anywhere.

BEYOND SECURITY: STREAMLINING COURT OPERATIONS
Improved evidence security has downstream benefits. With less physical evidence to track, courts can streamline
workflows, reduce personnel demands, and speed up trial preparation. Automated records remove ambiguity and help
court administrators demonstrate compliance with internal policies and public accountability standards.

Perhaps most importantly, these systems build trust. When court stakeholders—attorneys, judges, litigants, and the
public—know that evidence is being handled securely and professionally, confidence in the judicial process increases.

CONCLUSION: EVIDENCE SECURITY IS COURT SECURITY
In an era where courtroom threats are increasingly digital, modernizing how evidence is handled is not a luxury—it’s a
necessity. Digital evidence management systems help courts protect the integrity of proceedings, maintain safety, and
uphold public trust. As more courts adopt these systems, they’re not just becoming more efficient—they’re becoming
more secure.


